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WASHINGTON LETTER. 



Washington, Sept. 15, 1888. 

A survey of the frontier line between Alaska and 
British Columbia is to be instituted. Preliminary thereto 
it is proposed to ascertain the latitude and longitude of 
certain points that are accessible by the water-ways, so that 
those points and the 41st meridian may be established, 
thereby enabling any future commission which may un- 
dertake to settle the true boundary to have some defi- 
nite localities which are accessible, for laying down the 
line — the points to be ascertained astronomically. It 
is stated that the treaty ceding the Alaska Territory to 
the United States was based upon a theoretical map, 
and was not in accordance with the actual geography of 
the locality, and that there is no possibility of fixing the 
points according to the description in the treaty. This 
is a reminder of the Louisiana purchase. 

The late European Geodetic Association having ex- 
panded and assumed a new title, The International 
Geodetic Association, the German Government has 
invited the co-operation of those countries which have 
not already taken part in the organization. At the re- 
quest of the German legation at Washington, the Secre- 
tary of State and the Superintendent of the Coast Survey 
have induced Congress to appropriate an amount suffi- 
cient to pay the contribution required of the United 
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States, including the expense of the attendance of the 
American delegate. As remarked by Prof. B. A. Gould 
in advocating the measure : " The essential question is 
that of fraternal action on the part of the United 
States by associating itself with other nations in an 
organization of which the sole aim is, through joint, har- 
monious action, to advance and systematize our knowl- 
edge of the form and surface of the earth which we 
jointly inhabit." 

H. 



